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OF LAWRENCES STRIKE

The Vivid Account That Ono Catho-
lic Trlcst Wrote of What

He Saw.

THE RIOTING DESCRIBED

Lrvlrr I'.ttor Politics: an 11 Factor An
Idea of This

Industrial Struggle.

ITlm following version of the Lawrence
r)n'n was, printed In the Tablet, the
oilin.il Cntholio weekly of the Hrooklyn
diooose It was prepared, the editor
of the Tnblrt states, under the direction
of n ( ntholio prlent In Uiwronce.)

T.Awr.KNCK, March 0. The average
citizen of this typical Mossachimetta
industrial city doesn't really know
vet whether to Ret tnnd nt the average
fitien of nil the other American cities
if laugh at him for tho absurd conceptions
he has formeil of Ijiwrence durinp the
iwt six weeks. It In after all something
morn than a laughing matter for tawrence,
t.s it in almost certainly something that
concerns not only Lawrence and Massa-ihiiset- ts

but every American city.
Oonrider what really happened in Law.

renoe and then consider what thn great
American public was made to believe
happened thero and is still being made
to believe in happening there.

Th morning after January 13 of this
tear the good people of Ijiwrenco woke
up, that is, those of them who had kept
informed of what had been going on In
tertain cities of rYanco. Belgium. Italy,
Spain, Portugal and Hussla during the last
decade, to tho fact that a syndicalist
strike had been In their city.

THK KARLT VIOLENCE.
It started with all the usual accom-

paniments of a full fled Rod syndicalist
strike There was tho sudden desertion
of their work by several hundred em-
ployees of tho Washington Mill early
on th morning of January 12 and tho
immediate cutting of the belts that con-
nected the various pieces of machinery
with the power plant, the breaking of
machinery, tho flourishing of knives and
revolvers with threats to kill the over-
seers If they interfered and the ordering
of wom'Mi and girls to join in the strike
under penalty of immediate wounding
pr.d killing, all strictly syndicalistic.

This irruption of the employees In one
of th" departments resulted In practically
I'll th holp in that department rushing
out of tho mill, somo hecnusa hey had
planned a strike, and many others
through a panic fear tliat the wild actions

f tho leader and the sight of drawn
ti1"ttos and revolvers inspired.
When outside the Washington the

strikers rushed across the river to th9
Wood mill, pushed asido the giteninn
ind hurried, yelling madly and still
'oitmhing daggers, and revolvers,
through tlie rooms of this mill, calling
ipon all to join a strike that up to that
tnonvnt few of those at work in that
mill had thn slightest inkling of. Here
too lo!ts were cut, valuable warps of
ram destroyed and motors attached to
looms ut out of commission. An at-
tempt was also made hore to reach and

the great (xvwer plant of this big
mill, which was on that day giving em-
ploy mnt to fl.floo poreons.

In some of the rooms reached by this
mob from the other mill tho overseers,
seeing what unreasonable and danger-
ously excited people they had to deal
with and to prevent their being assaulted,
suggested to their employees that they
-- op work and quietly leave the mill. This
was done, with the result that thou-
sands were soon out In the street that
runs letwecn the Wood and Ayer mills.
I he leaders of tho strike then turned
their attention to tho Ayer mill. They
forced a massive gato ofT Hb hinges and
in.iii.tged to get into some of the rooms
'f that mill, creating the same Bort of
panic as In tho other mills visited. Somo
joined them from this mill, but not many.

They soon came out of it and headed
Kick to the north side of the river, where
they had started from. When they
lenched the Duck mill the other three
mills visited belong to tho American
Woollen Company the mob, then about
I,"00 strong, tried to break In through the
big gates of that mill. Hut the gates
withstood their efforts. Here a small
force of police made a determined stand.

A BATTLE AT A MILL'S (1ATF.H.

This force of police bravely faced all
these strikers, who were now worked up
to a dangerous pitch by tho leaders of the
movement, many of whom did not work
in any mill but had been waiting for juat
su"h an outbreak to join It.

Ice. snowballs, sticks of wood and any
ind of missile that como to hand were

h irlrd through the windows of this mill
at tho operatives, who oould be seen at
work. After keeping up this sort of
thing for half an hour or so, taunting
the policemen, who only numbered a
lound dozen, ft rush was made at the
little band of representatives of law and
"ider. They withstood it bravely and
laying about vigorously with their olubs
drove thin big mob of men, many of them
armed with knives, stilettos and revolv
ers, up the stroet and into their own
f larter of the city.

All this happened during the forenoon
of January 12. It was so sudden, no notloe
of any kind from the regular organic
.ion of workers having been given to the
mill ownors of any intention to strike,

Mat even after this ominous taising of
i he head of sabotage or 'giving the boot,"
as th" r'renoh syndicalists say in defining
il. strike of a revolutionary, anarchistio
u nd destructive kind, few in
nought it would amount to muoh more
ian ordinary strikes of tho past, wherein

tin d body of workers present In
" i orderly manner their demands, and
"ion representatives from both sides,
.tier the usual amount of bargaining,
imioI) a settlement satisfactory to both

id
Sunday came and with it a meeting In

'ho city hall at which Joseph Kttor,
diroet from Brooklyn, was present, He
undo a fiery address, in tho course of

which the olty government, the State
iiovernrnent and the national Govern-
ment were denounced as enemies of tho

orkingmen, lit only to bo wiped out
(f existence, alcig with capitalism, rcli-ri"- n

of all kinds, authority of all kinds.
In a word he avowed himself an ndvo- -

v;to of the doctrine of "direct action,"
of violence, a believer in the philosophy
if forro, for he pinolalnitd time and

iKin, apparently trying to drill It into
e brain llbie of his hearers, that "he

"ho has foiee on Ills sii has the law on
'in side" II" also iidwralcd destroy-h)- g

lb" machinery of employer who

rt.v a,
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did not grant all the demands of the
strikors.

KTTOR, THE LEADER.

This is the man who took charge of the
strike in Lawrence the third day after its
inception. Ho had a personality that'
was winning in its way. He spoke Eng-
lish and Italian fluently. He soon hnd
all the active spirits in the strike believ-
ing in him absolutely and ready to do
his slightest bidding.

1'rotn his entrance upon the
terrorism of an undefined, widespread,
all pervasive kind spread throughout
the city. In a few days more than so.mo
operatives were out of work, most of them j

tnrougn sneer rear or tno knives and i

revolvers flourished by so many of the I

strikers and that Inspired by the sinister !

reports industriously circulated of what j

happened to "scabs."
Asa large proportion of the mill opcr- -

ativesin lawrence.as in all textile citios.
are girls from lSyesrsof age up and women
it i easy to understand how effective .

such a reign of terror would be in keeping
them out of the mills.

Picket lines were stretched all around
the mill district by the strikers and every
ono that passed them on the way to work
in the morning had to bear the brunt of
wowling looks, opprobrious epithets and
the threats, "I will kill you."

In the course of the second week hun
dreds of windows were broken in the mills
and thousands of dollars worth of valuable
calico printing plates were ruined by draw
ing flies across the etched copper rolls.

The situation became fo threatening
with a great mob of 5,000 or nioro

speaking people parading where
they pleased around the city that the local
companies of tho State militia were called
out to help tho police to preserve order.

THE WORST RIOTIKO Or ALT'.

The Monday morning beginning the
third week of the strike tho most rerious
rioting occurred. Every street car in
tho city that wbb bearing workers to the
mills was stoned, the windows broken,
the passengers driven out, their lunch
boxes taken away from them and their
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olothes torn from their backs. Kully
S.OOn persons were concerned in the attack
on the street cars nil oer the city: it wan
evidently a concerted move, ctio deliber-
ately planned to add to the terror of tho
inhabitants of the citv and to lo looked
upon as a step toward even more seriou-breaoh- e-

of tho liberties of the por.ccuhlo
inhabitants unless the demand'1 of the
strike leaders were granted.

The Governor's representative va in
the city and saw what isvitrred. When
he returned to the State llus in Po-to- n

his ad vice w the satii" e.s that of ic
rulers and the lending eit hen of I r.wrr nee
that a largo additional folio ol n.ililla
w.is needed in I awrenie at once.

It wns hurried Jure that very night,
and by noon of. the next dav there wore
nearly 2,200 militiamen m Lawrence, in-
cluding two troops of the State Cavalry

l)uiot n igned in Uiwrence thenceforth.
Wiji lb" exception of a woman shot by
a"riot-- r who aimed ot a policeman and
n young .Svrian nhn was accident ly
haymietted by n militiaman, there were
no deaths us a resul' of the strike, which
nt its height kept M.mhi persons out of
work, many of whom could not under-
stand a worn of English and to mo-- t of
whom Ktiglisji was not tho language of
th"ir nathe lend.

Thi- - meagni death list must look stnrt-lingl- y

small to the readers ot the sensa-
tional prrm, even to the renders of th"
fairly cotuerv.it lve daily prei oulMii"
Lawrence,

The papers were so moriono'led dnv
after day, especially around New England
and New ork, with great h-- nil lines
blazoning forth somo supposedly lei'.sa-tion- al

fact regarding th" groat, strike in
Lawrence that unconsciously met of
the readers of'the daily press out-id- o of
Lawrciieo imbibed the "idea that it was a
city whose streets liad been bathed in
the blood of hundreds of strikers
slaughtered by n ruthless capital con-
trolled militia. Tho very name of

conjured up in thir minds n vi-i-

of a beleaguered city, ringed round by
the gleaming bayonets of soldiers, one in
which death stalked every minute and
where gaunt skelftons of men. womo n
and children strikers besieged soup
kitchens fcr the scanty dole of pympa-thizin- g

contributors to their cause.
POI.1TIC-- IN THE STnlKE.

Among tho main rearons for hitting up
the Iiwronco strike in a sensational way
Is the common one of politics, tho
bane of the country on so many occasions.
It is a Presidential vear and the tariff could

We manufacture Cotton Goods
and Worsted Dress Goods. Our

sell ng house is Lawrence &
Company of Boston.
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be hammered
Hut hysterical newspapers were not

tho main cause of the widespread, per-
sistent and diabolically clever wifc-- In
which the Lawrence strike was kepi be-
fore tho public all over tho country and
In a manner calculated to prejudice the
public not only against thn mill owners
and city authorities of Lawrence but
against our State and national govern-
ments nnd against any government or
any regularly instituted authority.

That was done and made possible by
the fact that the "direct actioii'socialists.
the believers like Ettor and Haywood
in tho doctrine of force, the syndicalists,
are anle to exert an overwhelming direct-in- i:

forei on the Socialist party as it exists
y in this country,

AS VIEW.
They have hoodwinked the older, theor-

izing,' peace loving socialistH. They pub
tho wires now. Therefore every move
they made in Iiwrence calculated to
advance the caus of opposition to tho
nrosotit form of society, calculated to
I ad to it overthrow, was )r raided in
r very city in the Union where they con-
trol the Ikooiiilistin societies as a great
stip taken toward breaking the "slave's
chains" that, according to them, still
bind tho American workingman. Simul-
taneously various socialistic and anarchis-
tic societies in lloston. New York, ( hi-- e

ro. San 1'rancisco and dozens of smaller
cities Aould send resolution to the lead-
ing officials in their cities and States and
t!i"ir itoprofcntativts in Congress and to
the newspapers, cilling nttention to somo
now alleged atrocity committed in Law-
rence by the police or the mililia or capi-
talists and domiittd'tig immediate action,
either in tho way of denunciation or an
investigation by Congress.

In th" same way newspapers all over
the country received letters demanding
that Ettor nnd Haywood be indorsed,
that tho Lawrence 'mill owners he de-
nounced and something done toward
dhidinc up tho property of the country
among the "proletariat," (he favorito
word of tho socialists. The slrikeji in
the Lawrnico mills who hnd only been
in the country six months or loos were
among the moit anient advocates of
Ettor's ideas regarding a division of tho
wealth of tho country

Hut in nil the great se.i of Ink spread
over the miles of paper printed about the
Uiwretu e strike, in the midst of all the vast
volume of fakes or panegyrics of Ettor.
Haywood nnil other leaders from out of
the city, there was seldom a word of sym
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pathy for tho numbers of workers who
were inarching gallantly to work morning
after morning in tho fnco of threats,
assaults, curses, tearing of clothes, throw-
ing of pepper m their eyes, stoning of
their homes when they happened to live
in any sparsely settled portion of thecily.

U it bad not been lor the militia they
would not linvo dared to go to work, for
they certainly would have been murdered,
if the temper shown bv the rioters before
tho militia was strengthened was given
freo rein by the opportunity a lack of
police nnd militia would have afforded.

Yes, oil" will search the papers of the big
cities that gave a large amount of spaeoto
the UiwTenco strik" in vain for any kindly
reference to these worker, who returned
in increasing numbers to their work every
day when it was shown that the murder-
ous mob spirit was held in hush by the dis-pla- y

of military nnd police force.
HTMPATHV roll THE OIIIK.CT OP Till: STRIKE.

It thould be understood, though, that
Lawrence as a whole, clergymen,
business men. profesdonnl men, in fact
nil classes, were heartily in sympithy
with the attempt of the mill workers to
cot nn increase in wages. Th"r were in
fact solidly with them until they s:uv the
d.mgerouslv and subversive
nature of thn society that hnd
charge of the strike.

They would have nothing to do with it
any more than any men in any city will
have anything to do with it if ttiey believe
in the opposite to minrehy Hut they did
no! deceit thecnii-eo- t the mill operative

When tnose outside ol el.'isnchuel1s
understand that the mills of thi S'nte,
under a law passed Iruji yen-- , may work
only fifty-fo- hour."! a week, .rliilo tho
snmo kind of mills in New Hampsuire
and other States iciiv work tlftv-eig-

hours a wook, and in New ork and
some other Mates sixtv hours a weel;
nuininr: evnctlv the snmo kind of machin
ere, the handhap which Masrachusotts
mills labor under when them isiinnatioti.il
Ijbor law may bo e.i-i- ly understood.

Not onlv is'Liwrcnce no' a blood soaked
city ora dynamite fiddled city but it is not
a bankrupt city and inn n city of working
ieopl without Uink accounts.

A United States Snintnr - Poindexler
in discussing Liwrenco in the mtioml
capital the other day slid h" could not
see how the people 'of Lawrence could
have any bank accounts on un average
wage of six dolhrs a week. Well, they
do not have hmk accounts on six dollat
a week, which lie was tho avenue
wages paid in the mills in Lawrence.

Pacific Mills
Lawrence, Mass.

Their average pay Is much highor, liemg
for nil the mill workers, including women
nud minors nnd excluding tho silaried
men in tho mills. Jn.-Ji- i week. Tho aver-
age yearlv income of the workingman
tho country over is, according to Congress-
man lierger, Socialist. H7C The average
yearly Income of tho mill operatives of
tjawrenoe. according to the United States
census of mm, is $178.10, so that it istilightly
higher than the average wages tho country
over.

WORKERS IVItO ARE NOT BADLY OFr.
In the savings banks of Lawrence,

which are mainly patronized by the mill
operatives, there is $20,01!),000 on de-

posit. The cooterativn savings banks
have sover.il millions more.

Onn quarter of the real cslate of Law-
rence li owned by mill operatives or
former mill cpomtlvps, and the valuation
of the real estate of Lawrence is well
bevond the i.Vl.iri'i.n'.Kl mark.

Thorn is no brighter looking, mora up-to-

ite looking Industrial city in the coun-
try than with its people.
In the last ten year period it mad" a
.17 per cent, gain in population. lVrhaps il
gained too rapidly. Terhnps there wasn't
time for a propor'assimilation of the new-
comers from Europe, Perhaps" the mills
aro to blame for encouraging too rapid nn
InfliiT of people from parts of Europe nnd
Asia Minoi' whore there has been no chance
to acq'liro skill that will bo helpful in the

iteitile Industrie, with tho consequent
result thn th" labor market is glutted
with unskilled and consequently poorly
pj'd I.ibo- -.

i Hut perchance the conip,inies
) luve don" mote tinu they ought in st'mo-- i

luting immigration. In' cither cue the
immigration nnreni suouiti ia..e no'tce,

Hut Lawrence 'was ns prosperous, pro-
gressive and contented as anv tii.inuf.ic-lurin- g

city in the United Stales until th"
svndio-ilU't- tried to give birth to a new
-- ochl era by a cataclysm to be stalled
in Liwroniv. Its churches and schools,
its clergymen anil profession men, its
biHiness men nnd workiii",men, were doing
as joo.l work as in any o'iier citv of lis
kind nud ate now a- - roidv and eiger
to go ahoid and do more nnd r wwl..

It should nl.vi h" roinombei.-- that ihe
manv nice now in Liwrence are iusi as
capable of fiirni-hin- g good material for
American citiren-hi- pi tho many dliYorenl
races in anv mrric.ni city in the country
Those of thom who fell for the ticlsue-- .

of the syndicalists are simplv the victims
of coiilldenco. Thev can lj
t.iught lienor.
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THE HERDER'S RISKS,

Re No Longer Finds Unlimited
nance One Storm Mar Brln naln.

In the great sheep States of the Ear
West the business of sheep raising nnd
wool growing has emerged from chaoA'lo
system. Conditions nro changing radHy
and sheep men recognize that then
changes nro Inevitable. It. is no lonr
possiblo for n flnckm.ister to And

freo range, Ibinchers have t.ikfn
up most of tho water and a groat de il jif
tho grazing land Is convened Into "dff"
farms. In tho n itionul forests, which are)
utilized chiefly ns summer ranges, us nro
tho mountains, the sheep man must pjy
tribute for the privilege of grazing gtt
tlnclo Sam's land, f

Theso conditions lioing rccognlzrjl,
tho sheep men lnv.j reached the coticll- - "

'ion tint they must do morn winter for- -
. . . .r J l t faoik iiiui ucjiomi less on I lie hinttnejs ri

nature to bring them through a hnd
winter with nny sort of a protil. "Mujh
alfalfa Is bjing raised om thn piodjtn
sheep ranch and thn sheep nro Ted oiiSl ,
during tho months vhon drought holBs

'sway upon tho ranges. One or tho hejt.
examples' of the imrcll of prngresi In tfo
wool industry la In the matter of ahcarinr.

, which formerly wan dono In a slipshld
I'ljfhion. Now there are heirlng STa- -l

lions In the communities where sheep
r.itslng Is an Important industry. ! At
shearing tlmo tho sheep am move 1 to lliese
illations, which arc long sheds supplied

iwilh machinery. A acorn or more' of
worker, skilled men armed with machine
driven knives, strip the fleeces from the
sheep in much om time th:in could bo dono

I by the old method, Th'ese sheet) shniiicrs
'.iro generally paid by Ihe fleece anil a
skilled worker cm make is or Mu n.diy.
'I'lieso shearing crew. begin In Ariz.ona
and Now Mexico In the carlv spring fHflJ
work iiorthwanl, tinishlng their work lM
Wyoming or Montan i in May. Many 4K

, them even go beyond anil enter CanntM
noiorn uie ,t'l-.o- s vvotK is compioicu. t

With changing renditions comes the
passing of l!:o old lime nomiriio shc(
herder, who once went from r.iugt
to rango unmolested. Thi.s man, who hjj
gradually pis-!n- is surc'ceded byj
a cIjss of men who luvn the Intuiting on
shecfi down ton icioiitilln poinl. The old
tinm ldon of tho sheup hotdrr no longer!
holds. Tiii) modern henler muat lie aj
skilled man. I to commands high wngeij
nnd many of them sJve enough to start I
flocks--, of their own. Manv of tho prc.nnti
iy kings upent their apprcnticoj

diy.s as holders. I'l" old lime cur.totnj
of placing ono mm l:i chnrg" of a flock
litis changed. This has been abolished
bv lsw In manv .States. In Wyoming a!

i llnckmaslcr must h.ivo two herdura to ua
I flock. This law was pnsKd becatiM) S'i!
manv accidents happened to loan nheepi
herder, accidents tin! might Invo been
avoided had an assistant linen on thej
ground. i

, Tne sheep man is still th" prey of tUyl "

storm in winter Dnpite all prcca,utioai
h? is apt to wake up soiiiemorningr.nd find
that .1 blizzard hit wiped out his entire
flock. Perhaps his herder have delayed
n day or so loo lone; in bringing down
the sheep from the sunimer'r.ing''.s In the
mountain!!. Much of tho summer grazing
Is nbove tiic timber lino on th" veryt,um-mlt-- s

of the main peaks of the Rookie.
These peaks are generally covered with a
short thick grass and alford excellent pas-
turage. Hut the season is short and tho
snows are not gone until Jun" and an
of! en likely to begin again in September

In addition in his other qualiliea th"
hnrder must bo a wither prophet Tin
hetdervrh" keep hi, (lock above th tim-
ber line after September is running r.
risk, often a grea' risk. Yet this Is oft"'i
done, for th" sheep have done well o.t th"
rich grass. and it is natural for th" herder
Id wish lo t,ike full jylvatitace of the sum
mer rr'ih'i' Hut perhc.Ds the first storm
of the soison descends on the inouti'ilu
topandt id liailsr.iedeep with snow TU ""

sheep siruggls v.iinlc ilowii themiimtalij
side. Some ir them fall into oKle in HFJ
rock, but moi perish in thn deep snnvfi

When sheen bring from 5.'l .V) to SI2
apiece the lens ir a single (loon numbering
one or two thoiis-ti- d in such r. laahlon is
likely to briti"; ruin In the owner As high
jm ,v") p." of lli" Monks on the rted
iJesnn in Wyoming have been wIpM 0:jt.
during tho coure of a Imrd winter, 0?'J,--J'

ora'lv on" storm late in tlm season does
iho work Tno sh""p may he.vo wintered
well end April finds thu owner with a
vi-i- of r neat profit Hut a blizzard
happens along cud stalls t!i" r.lioep far
out on the rang".

Tnvrftb.'Y. II. I', A. In Niiiillirm Mill
i

The gtu.vth of the Y. M. C. A, move-
ment In Southern mill towns ban hePA'
a feature of the Inat year, In connec- -
l ton with many cotton mil's Rticccaa-- I
fill nssoclatlons nre In operation an I

Uielr number and scope are constantly
IniTonslmr. An absence of paternnllMii
is n feature of this work, the roivJuvr.,
lion of the various bodies bring ciVr
tlrely In clinrse of the members jfhj),

I arc operatives In the mills.

'flT

......
r.

in
l'l

' "'i B t '

OFFICES:

78 Chauncey Street
Boston, Mass.

r


